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created an unfortunate impasse to which the King
replied by appointing as Premier the leader of the
smaller violently anti-Semitic National Christian group
which had officially received 8-7 per cent, of the votes.
The National Christians had appeared in 1935 as the
result of a fusion between the followers of old Pro-
fessor Cuza and those of the Transylvanian poet,
M. Octavian Goga; it was M. Goga, with nothing
but anti-Semitism for a programme, who now came
into office for forty-five days.
M. Goga's term of office is generally dismissed as a
brief fiasco, but it had important results. It was very
satisfactory from the Nazi point of view that M. Goga,
who was strongly anti-French and pro-German, should
conduce to the paralysis of the Little Entente until
the eve of the German march into Vienna. Since he
had next to no public support M. Goga established a
more rigid form of martial law and wiped out the
mildly Liberal newspapers, which were all in Jewish
hands; since then a much stricter press censorship
has prevailed. Further anti-Semitic measures appeared
to be about to ruin Roumanians economic life,1
and having allowed M. Goga to discredit extreme
anti-Semitism and to destroy the last safeguards of
political liberty, King Carol took advantage of the
situation to dismiss the elderly poet (who expired
abroad not long afterwards) and perfect a royal dic-
tatorship. The democratic constitution of 1923 was
superseded by a new constitution, according to which
ministers would be responsible only to the Crown,
though two Chambers elected on a corporative basis
by voters over 30 were later to be called into existence.
1 See below, p. 90,